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LETTERS FROM THE PASTORS

“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
This angelic announcement helps us hear the call to not
be afraid and to stand together in the light that scatters
all darkness. While I think we constantly need to remind
Pastor Tim Nybroten
each other not to be afraid, not to let fear take root in
us, and to know the power of God at work around us
and through us, I hear another word in this announcement that needs to be
spoken and shared: “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.”
As the Word of God is born in Christ in that little town of Bethlehem, there is
the full power of God at work in such a way that the world notices. From the
shepherds in the field who are the first to hear (Mary and Joseph already
knew), to King Herod, and the sages from far away the world notices that God
who so loves the world desires to bring the whole world together. News of
great joy for all the people.
In these days (especially in these days), we need the reminder that God is not
interested in our divisions and separations, God is not limited by our theology
or defined by our ideologies, but desires the healing of the nations and the
coming together of all people…including Resurrection Lutheran Church. “I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.”
So, let us not be afraid, but rather hear that this good news is meant for you
and for me and for the whole world—That Christ who is the heart of God
revealed for us,
is born for us,
is born to save,
is born for all.
This one who was and who is and who is to come.
Have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas!
See you in church,
Pastor Tim
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No matter the appearance of my monthly
calendar, one month to a page, each square
waiting to be filled in with the stuff of daily life
and ministry, it seems to have an ending, I just
turn the page, and boom there is December
filled with commitments. My 2022 calendar is up
and running already too.
Pastor Jackie Bloom

My late father-in-law was artful in his practice of
seeing the best in everyone and everything. He also had a busy calendar
of daily work appointments and commitments, but if I walked in, he made
me feel like I was the most important person in the world. He stopped
whatever he was doing, looked at me, smiled, and spent time with me,
even if to share a cup of coffee, the calendar could wait.
He informed my ministry. No matter the appearance of my calendar or
to-do list I pray to God that each person I encounter knows how splendid
and loved they are and that they are held in the highest regard by God.
Though the structure of my calendar adds orderliness to my day, I pray it
does not control my ministry. Ministry is the people of God.
The church calendar informs my ministry too because the calendar of the
church doesn’t have such clean beginnings and endings, it all just flows
together, with the end beginning the church year with Advent. “God of
holy endings and sacred beginnings, sustain us in these between times
with your presence and your promise.” (Karen Bockelman)
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Advent 2021
By Drama Life Group

“Immanuel – God with Us”

Sunday Dec 5 10:45 AM
Wednesday Dec 8 Noon
Angel in the Hospital

Sunday Dec 12 10:45 AM

Sunday Dec 19 10:45 AM

Wednesday Dec 15 Noon

Wednesday Dec 22 Noon

Diner in Fargo

Trucking through Idaho
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Christmas at Resurrection
Worship Services
There will be no services on Christmas
Day (December 25) or
Saturday, January 1.
Sunday, December 26 &
Sunday, January 2 at 9:15 AM will be
the only services taking place those
weekends at Oro Valley.

Poinsettias
Help decorate the Sanctuary
for Christmas by ordering
beautiful poinsettias.
$20.00 each.

Hanging
the Greens!
Come help decorate our Sanctuary and
entry for the Christmas season. Many
hands make lighter work. We will set up
and decorate the trees, hang wreaths,
garlands, and set up the nativity. Please
mark your calendars for this fun event!
Monday, December 7, 11 AM.

Purchase online through our
RLC donation page or write
poinsettia in the memo part of
your check.
The 2022 Flower Chart is now
available in the Church Office.
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Stuff Stockings
the

The RLC staff is so excited to bring Christmas joy to
GAP Ministries this December!
GAP Ministries (A faith-based ministry standing in the GAP for our
community) is a social service 501c3 nonprofit serving Southern Arizona
since 1999. They stand in the GAP to bring HELP to children - HEALING to
families - and HOPE to our community. GAP serves those in need because
of their faith, but they serve indiscriminately, regardless of race, religion,
or sexual orientation because they believe God cares about all people.
Approximately 51% of the children in the GAP program are teens or young
adults.
Let’s help make Christmas bright for these youngsters! Please join us in
providing the following items to help the GAP staff create stockings full of
goodies for each child in their program. They are asking if we can provide
only the items listed below so that all children receive equal gifts.
Items Needed:

• Stockings
• Gift cards $5 or $10 cards for: Walmart, Target, QT,
and Circle K
• Bags of candy – sour candies, chocolate, fruity
• (skittles, starburst, etc.)
• Chips – they love spicy! (Takis, flaming Cheetos,
etc.)
• Make-up – lip gloss, mascara, nail polish, etc.
• Decks of playing cards
Thank you in advance for your generosity, we are excited to partner with
GAP to share our blessings with those in need! Please drop off your
donations in the church office anytime through December 19th.
THE VISION

8

`

Youth & Family
at Resurrection
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Kids

Christmas Program
We are so excited to offer an
opportunity to lead worship to all kids
from kindergarten through 12th grade.
We will be sharing the message of
Christmas and the Joy, Peace, Light,
and Love that Jesus brought to the world.
The program will be directed by Katie Maxwell, Pam Batten,
Dee Buechler, Kelly Ottaway, and Stephanie Cordova.
Rehearsals will be Sunday morning from
10:45 - 11:45 AM
in the Outreach Center.
The program will be presented during worship on
Saturday,December 18,
and Sunday, December 19.
Please invite friends and
neighbors to join as well!
Please contact Katie Maxwell
to register or if you have any questions:
katiemaxwell0909@yahoo.com.
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Ministries
at Resurrection
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Men's Breakfast
Saturday, December 4 at 7:00 AM
in the Outreach Center
Speaker: Andrew Desautels

On December 7th, 1941, the United
States of America was suddenly and
deliberately attacked by the Empire of
Japan. This event forever changed the
destinies of both nations. The most
visible and poignant reminder of this
tragedy is the USS Arizona, the
battleship which sustained the worst
casualties on December 7th, and which
remains a sunken tomb at Pearl Harbor
for nearly 1,000 sailors and marines.
Andrew Desautels has spent the past
20 years involved with and serving the
last survivors of the USS Arizona. He
spent 11 years as the elected National
Secretary of the USS Arizona Reunion
Association, an organization created by
the former sailors of the battleship, their
families, and the families of those who
perished while defending her. He
regularly addresses schools, has
presented to veterans organizations
and to the Knights of Columbus and
other church groups and has appeared
in both TV and radio interviews.

He passionately tells the emotional
story of December 7th, the USS Arizona,
and of the last of her surviving crew,
using a combination of historical and
personal photos, video clips, and
artifacts including a fragment of the
Arizona.
“Your moving tribute to the memory and
survivors of the USS Arizona was, by
far, the best program we have ever had.
God bless you for what you do..”
--Wayne Laroque, Chaplain, American
Legion Post 132
"A masterpiece!" – Andy Townsend,
principal
"I am speechless! Such a meaningful,
yet somber, presentation."
– Nancy Fish, Gifted Education Instructor
“Sensational, chilling, tragic. Wow!”
– Valerie Drum, teacher
“I was very, very moved!” – Knights of
Columbus member, Santa Catalina
parish
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Desert Wanderers
Music in the Mountains
Concert Series

Pima County
Master Gardens

Linda
Vista Loop

Saturday, December 4
3:00 PM
Catalina State Park

Monday, December 6
7:50 AM
Meet at RLC

Saturday, December 18
8:30 AM
Meet at RLC

Join Catalina State Park in
welcoming
Dan Levinson &
The Cat Mountain
Rounders! We are excited
to have them grace our
stage with a wonderful
folk ensemble that cannot
be missed! Tune in for a
night of some very fun
folk entertainment.

The Pima County Master
Gardeners have developed 14
unique demonstration gardens at
the University of Arizona
Cooperative Extension site on
Campbell Avenue.
Two master gardeners are offering
our Desert Wanderers a 90 minute
guided tour on Monday,
December 6, from 9 - 10:30 a.m.
Immediate sign-ups are
requested to secure this guided
tour. Email
hikerelisabeth@gmail.com if you
are interested. This is a unique
opportunity to learn about the
diversity of plants that do well in
our Sonoran Desert. You are
encouraged to bring notepads and/
or your cameras. Please wear
walking shoes and a mask
during the tour. A snack time with
devotion will be held afterwards.
Who is willing to lead the
devotion and prayer time?
Carpools will be arranged.

The Linda Vista Trailhead
is one block east of Oracle
Road on Linda Vista Blvd.
The hike proceeds into the
foothills of Pusch Ridge and
is an excellent introduction to
desert hiking.
The trail gradually ascends to
provide excellent views of Oro
Valley. There are magnificent
saguaros throughout the
drainage from Pusch Ridge.
The trail passes through a
riparian area and ascends to a
rocky outcropping where we
will have a snack break and
our devotion. Who would
like to lead the devotion and
prayer time? Hiking sticks are
recommended for the stepups and step-downs! Hike 3
miles, the accumulated gain
is 535 feet. Carpools will be
arranged. Email Elizabeth at
hikerelisabeth@gmail.com
to sign-up.

To attend with other RLC
Desert Wanderers, email
Elizabeth at
hikerelisabeth@gmail.com
to sign-up.
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December 8
at 12:45 pm - 2:30 pm
Following our Advent Service
(note the time change!)

$10.00 per person
Kindly make reservations

BINGO
with great prizes!

Menu:
Fried Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Rolls
Texas Sheet
Cake for dessert!

by clicking here.

Ladies' Luncheon
Friday, December 10 at 1:00 pm at Bottega Michaelangelo
Bottega Michaelangelo's 420 West Magee Road (near Oracle and Magee
intersection.) Each person will order from the menu and pay individually.
Any questions, phone Jacque Thames (520)982-5501
or Lyn Pariseau (651)775-2929.
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Cozy Nights Older Adults
for

Donate new queen sized sheets this winter.
Give comfort to isolated neighbors.
Donations accepted until December 12.

Resurrection Lutheran is supporting the drive by LSS-SW to provide new sheets
to many older adults.
New sheets make an incredible difference in feeling comfortable, cozy, and warm
on a cool winter evening. Many older adults that are served by LSS-SW are low-income and do not have the resources to purchase new sheets. Caregivers have
shared that their clients are sleeping on threadbare sheets that have not been
replaced in years.
This holiday season, LSS-SW is collecting 1,100 new sets of queen size bedsheets
for older adults and people with disabilities. Any abundance of donated sheets will
be distributed to people in need across other LSS-SW programs, including people
exiting homelessness, new refugee arrivals, and children in foster care. Your gift of
new sheets preserves the dignity and respect of our neighbors. A pack of 2 queen
size sheets and 2 pillowcases is ideal. White or any color is perfect.
Donations received by Sunday, December 12th will be delivered to LSS-SW on
December 13th and will be distributed as gifts to clients in time for Christmas. Your
gift of bedsheets delivers comfort and love to neighbors who truly are in need.
Black Friday and surrounding dates are great times to find sheets on sale,
particularly at Amazon, Kohl’s, and Target.
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Christmas and
all that Jazz!
Resurrection will
be host to the Oro
Valley Jazz Band for
its annual Holiday
Concert on Sunday
afternoon,
Dec. 5, at 3:00 pm.
The band wants to
offer this concert
as a ‘Thank You’ to
Resurrection Lutheran
Church for offering
the OVJB a place
to rehearse and
call “Home for the
Holidays.” We hope
you will join us for
an afternoon of your
favorite Big Band
tunes and get in a
jazzy mood for the
holidays. Look for
more information to
follow.

P.O.W.W.O.W

Blood Drive

December 11

December 12

8:00 am - 11:00 am

7:30 am - 12:30 pm
&

$12 for

December 29

70 pounds produce.

7:30 am - 12:30 pm
Give the gift of life!
The American Red
Cross is hosting two
blood drives during
December. To register,
click here.
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Parkinson's Support
Group Meeting
We meet on the 3rd Wednesday
of every month, (Dec. 15) in
Katies Quarters. We meet from
10:30 until noon. Both people
with Parkinson's and/or
caregivers are welcome.
Payton Davies is the Support
Group Leader.
(520) 401-7275

Just Coffee
Makes a great Christmas
stocking stuffer!
$10 per bag.
Always available after worship
or in the church office.
See Kristina.

LifeLine Screening
Life Line Screening,
the nation’s leading provider of
preventive health screenings,
will offer affordable,
non-invasive and painless
health screenings at
Resurrection Lutheran Church
on December 21, 2021.
A package of five screenings
to identify risk for stroke, heart
disease and other chronic
conditions will be offered:
• Carotid artery ultrasound to
identify plaque buildup in the
carotid arteries, a major risk
factor for stroke
• Abdominal aortic aneurysm
ultrasound to identify presence
of an enlargement in the largest
blood vessel in the body
• An EKG to identify the
presence of atrial fibrillation,
which increases the risk for
stroke
• Ultrasound of the lower legs to
look for plaque buildup known
as peripheral artery
disease
• Ultrasound of the shin bone to
identify risk for osteoporosis
These 5 vital screenings are
offered for only $149 and take
60-90 minutes to complete.
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Sermon Discussion Groups
Sermon Discussion Groups ended their 10-week study
in November with many members asking to continue
sermon discussions. We are counting this as a sign of
success and are making the necessary accommodations
to allow those who want to continue to be able to do so
and to add new eager participants.
Looking forward to the New Year we anticipate offering a
study in preparation for Lent. It would begin January 26
and end February 23, the week before Ash Wednesday
(a six-week study). Earlier in January all Life Groups,
including sermon discussion groups, can continue to meet
and then decide if they want to join in the preparation for
Lent study or continue meeting as usual. Individuals can
be a part of either or both, as they choose.
Successful programs grow. With more participation, we
have a need for more hosts and leaders. If you feel the
Holy Spirit tugging at your heart, saying “you can do this,”
please contact Connie Burda (Connie.Burda@gmail.com).
We will make sure you have materials, training, even a
mentor to help you to be successful in this endeavor.
Remember, God calls unlikely people and then equips
them to do His work.
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Refugee Ministry Team
Last month I further explored the ELCA’s global mission paradigm of
Accompaniment, walking side by side with people from other countries and
cultures, learning from each other as together, we strengthen God’s mission
in the world. This month I would like to share a story that a dear friend (Mary
Simonson Clark) and colleague in ministry shared as a daily devotion in Christ
in Our Home from April 17, 2021:
Luke 22:26: “The greatest among you must become…like one who serves.”
“My father had a heart attack in his nineties. After another follow-up
healthcare appointment on another snowy day, in another snow-packed
parking lot, I helped Dad into the car and then worked to load his wheelchair
into the trunk. A stranger walking by approached me and said, “I know
you can do it, but let me help you this one time.” With his added lift on the
wheelchair, it slid into the trunk. He did not wait for thanks or praise but
walked on. I have remembered this stranger’s service for over a dozen
years largely because he did not take over and load the wheelchair for
me. Instead, he served with me. He maintained my dignity and affirmed my
ability. Often we serve by doing for someone as if they were incompetent.
At times, we act like benefactors who deserve gratitude. However, when we
work with people, we learn together and affirm each other. We share the
joy of mutuality answering God’s call to serve one another. Prayer: God, we
know you created everyone with abilities. Help us serve together as Christ
commanded. Amen.”
Are you looking for a meaningful way in which to serve those who are
refugees in a foreign land? The RLC Refugee Ministry Team would welcome
your involvement as we learn together and serve those in need.
To learn more, contact Rachel Rulmyr at 520-909-8008 or the church office.
Financial donations are cheerfully accepted by check payable to RLC (in
the memo line, please write Refugee Ministry). We look forward to sharing
more news as RLC learns of additional refugees who we might sponsor and
serve, and we look forward to YOUR participation in this vital accompaniment
ministry of our church.
Kris Perry,

Retired ELCA Deacon
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New Book Study
Coming This Winter
Thou Shalt Not Be Horrible.
Imagine for a moment what the
world might look like if we as
people of faith, morality, and
conscience actually aspired
to this mantra. What if we
were fully burdened to create
a world that was more loving
and equitable than when we
arrived?
What if we invited one another
to share in wide-open, fearless,
spiritual communities truly
marked by compassion and
interdependence? What if we
daily challenged ourselves to
live a faith that simply made us
better humans?

If God Is Love, Don't Be a Jerk:
Finding a Faith That Makes Us Better
Humans
by John Pavlovitz (2021)

John Pavlovitz explores how
we can embody this kinder
kind of spirituality where we
humbly examine our belief
system to understand how
it might compel us to act in
less-than-loving ways toward
others.
Join us Tuesdays in the
Sanctuary starting January
18 through March 8, 2022,
from 10:00 – 11:30 am.
Jeff Kraus will facilitate
what promises to be
lively discussions. All are
welcome! The book is
available at Amazon and
other sites.
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As 2021 comes to a close, please be sure to have any year end
contributions to the church office by Noon on Friday, December 31 to
ensure they are included on your 2021 giving statement.
If you are mailing in your donations, they must have a 2021
postmark to be included on your 2021 giving statement. If you are giving
by credit card, ACH or e-check, the payment needs to be fully processed
by December 31 (this can take several days from
the time of the transaction).
Thank you for your generosity and continued support of
the ministries of Resurrection.
~ The Church Office Staff

THE VISION

23

Prayers of the People

Please make sure to let the church office know
if you have any prayer requests or a need for pastoral care.
Bold names are those new to the list.

We Pray for Healing
Aaron and Lacey and their baby girl, Adrianna, Pasquale Abruzzese, Aldena, Joanne Baier, Michael Barney,
Liz Baty, Marty Bonfanti, Mark Boyce, Pam and David Brandt, Brenda, Robert Clack, Cathy Clark,
Baby Cassie Rae Crandall, Jenna and Robert Crandall, Gretchen and Jim Crandall, Bruce Culham,
Julie Davidson, Keith and Sandi Dickmann, Carol Dilks, George Drengler, Carol Rohr's brother, Fred,
Bill Dunlap, Arlo Eggen, Jacob and Sean Fears, Paul Frederickson, Mike Gardner, Virgil Gerdes, Bob Hanson,
Char Hassel, Virginia Hiett, Sue Hoffman, Margaret Hunt's mother Jane, Anna and Andrew Hollington, their
twin baby girls, Jim Jackson, Margaret Jackson, Gayle Gustafson Jacobs, Anne Jacobson, Jerry, Jonah,
Evans Jones, Mary Joviak, Dan and Jan Jungling, Bill Kautenburger, Denny Koehntopp, Carol Koeneman,
Henny Kuipers, Ron Kuykendall, Herb Maag, Janice MacFerrin, Maddie and Yoshio, Turi Maki, Manny,
Ina Mapes, Bill May, Patti and Michael McDonald, Bill McInnis, Michael Meder, Bill Meusel, Penna Michalczyk,
Miguel and Kate, Gina Morelli, Martin Moser, Ed Ogilvie, Grace Ann Osburn, Mike Parr, Jerri Pavers,
Sue Pearsey, Gail Porter, David Rohr, Baby Olivia Roller, Kendall and Casey Roller, Dyann and Franklin Roller,
Steven Romej, Mary Ruth, Frank Santoro, John and Joanne Schleisman, Sue Searcy, Jim Seppala, Ilona Skjordahl,
Wally Smeby, Janitzy Spencer, Elizabeth Spengler, Susan Sterritt, Dean Strandskov, Shelly Summerville,
Jaxson Swann, Mary T., Arlene Temple, Ron Thames, Taylor Thran, Duane Udstuen, Cliff Van Eaton,
Wayne, Wendell Westenburg, Trish Wheeler, Marie Winkelman, Connie Winslow, Maxine Wydick's daughter
Crystal, John Yakimow.

Friends and Other Concerns
ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Grand Canyon Synod Bishop, Deborah Hutterer. Members of the military and
their families, people with disabilities and chronic illness, the homeless, Youth On Their Own, people with
addictions, foster kids, foster families, widows, widowers, all essential workers, healthcare workers, first responders,
caregivers, scientists, medical researchers, and for all those affected by the devastating fires and hurricanes.

Active Military
SFC Amanda Davis, granddaughter of Peggy and Martin Valley.
Amanda Amanda is deployed in Syria. Pray for protection, peace, good health, strength, and comfort.

We Mourn With Those Who Mourn
Alice Toten, Tammy, Jason, and Emma Scholl and family,
due to the death of Alice's husband and Tammy's dad, Thomas.
Judy Effken and family, due to the death of Judy's husband Larry.

Please submit, and re-submit names, of those
to keep in our prayers. As names will not be
carried over for the January Vision. Please
contact the church office. Thank you!
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